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The  2008  Mississippi  Baptist  State 
Evangelism  Conference,  held  January 
20-22  at  Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada, 
was  notable  not  only  for  the  traditional 
preaching,  but  the  extensive  use  of  local 
musicians,  a  Crossover  event,  and  break¬ 
out  conferences.  This,  coupled  with  the 
fourth  Annual  Senior  Adult  Evangelism 
Rally,  made  for  an  outstanding  time  of 
worship,  teaching,  and  encouragement. 

The  event  began  the  evening  of 
January  19  with  a  praise  and  worship 
time,  with  Bobby  Welch,  retired  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Daytona  Beach,  and  former 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  as  speaker.  Preaching  to  a 
packed  house,  Welch  asked  in  referenc¬ 
ing  Romans  9,  "When  will  we  cast  the 
net  wide  enough  to  reach  all?" 

After  the  Evangelism  Crossover  on  Jan. 

19,  a  Prayer  Summit  was  held,  with  retired 
missionary  Caroline  Jones  speaking  on, 

"What  is  an  interceding  witness?" 

Monday's  speakers  included  Brian 
Fossett,  president  of  the  Conference  of 
Southern  Baptist  Evangelists,  from  Dalton, 

Ga.;  John  Avant,  formerly  vice  president  of 
evangelism  for  the  North  American  Mission 
Boara  (NAMB)  and  currently  pastor  of  First 
Church,  West  Monroe,  La.;  Frank  Page,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Fossett  opened  the  morning  session, 
and  pastor  of  Taylors  First  Church,  Taylors,  Using  Mark  2  as  his  text,  he  said.  There  are 
S.C.;  Roy  Fish,  retired  evangelism  professor  all  sorts  of  church  growth  gurus  out  there 
at  Southwestern  Seminary  and  most  recent-  who  will  tell  you  how  to  fill  your  churches, 
ly  interim  president  of  NAMB;  Jim  rutral,  Jesus  already  told  us  how  to  do  that:  'If  I  be 
executive  director-treasurer  of  the  lifted  up,  I  will  draw  all  men  unto  Me.' 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  We've  got  to  get  back  to  preaching  the  Word. 

(MBCB);  and  Sammy  Gilbreath,  director  of  We  need  to  get  back  in  tne  soul  business.  We 
the  evangelism  department  at  Alabama  need  to  get  back  to  old-fashioned  church." 

Baptist  State  Convention.  Avant  preached  during  the  second 

'"The  music  was  led  by  local  people  from  morning  session,  with  Acts  11  as  his  text.  "I 
the  association,"  said  Don  Lum,  MBCB  owe  so  much  to  Southern  Baptists,"  he  said  Timothy 
evangelism  director.  "This,  along  with  the  in  his  provocative  message,  ''but  I'm  sorry  evening 
fact  that  each  speaker  used  his  talents,  to  tell  you  that  we're  dying,  and  our  grand-  "Sometn 
gifts,  and  uniqueness  to  touch  our  lives,  children  will  inherit  a  shell  of  what  we  are.  some  tin 
made  this  a  special  time.  Everything  God  touches  He  changes,  and  ness,"  h 
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OVERFLOW  CRtffatT-  Don  Lum  (at  pulpit),  director  of  evangelism  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  welcomes  participants  to  the  Jan.  20  evening  session  of  tne 
2008  Mississippi  Baptist  State  Evangelism  Conference  in  the  worship  center  of  Emmanuel 
Church,  Grenada.  As  Lum  speaks,  a  special  mass  choir  from  the  churches  of  North  Central 
Association  prepares  to  offer  special  music.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


DOOR-TO-DOOR  — 
Shawn  Garlington  (left)  helps 
unload  additional  evangelistic 
packets  for  Christy  Burroughs 
(center)  and  her  daughter 
Casa  lee  Burroughs  during  the 
Jan.  19  Crossover  Evangelism 
event  in  Grenada  and 
Tallahatchie  Counties  prior  to 
the  start  of  the  2008 
Mississippi  Baptist  State 
Evangelism  Conference  at 
Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada. 
Volunteers  delivered  thou¬ 
sands  of  the  packets  door-to- 
door  in  the  two  counties, 
which  are  part  of  North 
Central  Association  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Grenada.  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


emotionally  charged  message.  Gilbreath, 
who  has  a  rare  and  potentially  fatal  heart  con¬ 
dition,  spoke  about  "learning  to  live  like  you 


"The  Time  is  Now."  Speaking  from  2  Cor. 


CBV  ver  time,  Mississippians  have  g 

II  become  too  cavalier  about  the  ?,?N$dL 

mr  impact  ot  gambling  on  our  state  —  ">*•*  V’~  lj\V-  iffiPD- 

and  based  on  our  behavior,  that  apparent  '*  ^  |i  Qt’W; 

l\  includes  manv  Mississippi  Baptists  We  ■'■  _•  :u-' ■.  "ij*?  ?iT_  j 

just  don't  take  it  very  seriously,  similar  to  r >  X>*  ,&> 

our  attitude  about  alcohol  even  as  the  cK- 

bodies  continue  to  pile  up. 

Big  Gambling  has  always  been  about  | igr'  a 
the  and  the 

Now  someone  who  claims  to  be  a 

■  "pit  boss,"  one  of  those  sinister-  SfjjV'V; g|||g|| 
looking  fellows  in  expensive 
suits  who  walk  the  floor  ot  the 

casino  patrolling  the  gambling  «JLs  'v^LSli  ^  ‘  -'...  ■  ,-t  ^Jln,; 

(#; ' ' ' 

Casino  Confidential  (Quirk  ^  J  >Hf,  •;«*  ? m  '■ 

Brxiks  2008).  He  does  not  reveal  A  |J!H  ■  T<  ' g  ;,#f\  *! 

his  identity  but  rather  lists  .L~J.'*-'. 

"Anonymous"  as  the  author,  /*;  i#'%'  "w: 

thus  the  qualifier  that  he  is  some- 

one  who  claims  to  be  a  pit  boss.  , 

Nonetheless,  his  observa-  a  “fish"  is  an  easy  mark,  and  there  s  a  reason  cast-  •  I  ne 
tions  ring  true  to  anyone  with  a  nos  try  to  make  you  drink  like  one.  Also,  be  wary  Plopvmg 

passing  knowledge  of  how  if  a  casino  starts  offering  you  other  freebies,  espe-  ncflny '«s 

legalized  gambling  works  and  dally  after  you've  won  a  lot.  The  casino  owners  $100  bills 

how  the  deck  is  always  stacked  are  going  to  do  whateivr  they  can  to  keep  you  there  the  tables, 

against  the  individual  gambler,  so  they  can  win  their  money  back.  Want  a  compli-  chips,  hop 

Some  intriguing  tidbits  from  mentary  dinner  for  tuv?  A  hotel  room?  Perhaps  a  without  a 
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off.  But  there  are 


Life  goes  on,  even  in  a 
crowded  camp  for  Kenyans 
fleeing  the  etnnic  violence 
that  has  gripped  their  nation. 

Mothers  wash  clothes  and 
prepare  food  —  if  they  have 
any  food  to  prepare.  Children 
play.  Parents  watch  over  their 
families.  Young  men  sit  around, 
talking  and  passing  the  time. 
However,  life  is  anything  but 
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International  Mission  Board 

Candidates  stake  their  abortion  positions 

_  NASHVILLE,  Term  (BP)  using  the  term  "partial-birth"  aborting  the  hahv  whiU»  n#«*  ■-  -  -  ■  •  « 


•uaj'u.k  uk  oauy  wiue  pan  oi  k  wavering,  Huckabee  said.  "I 
is  outside  the  birth  canal.  believe  that  Roe  v.  Wade  should 

With  partial-birth  abortion,  be  overturned.  I  applaud  those 
a  baby  is  delivered  feet  first  who  are  marching  in 
until  only  the  head  is  left  in  the  Washington  and  elsewhere  to 
birth  canal.  The  doctor  then  call  attention  yet  again  to  this 
pierces  the  base  of  the  infant's  terrible  injustice  ...  I  will 
skull  with  surgical  scissors,  march  with  them  next  year  if  I 
inserts  a  catheter  into  the  am  elected  president.  As  presi- 
opening  and  suctions  out  the  dent,  I  pledge  that  I  will  con- 
brain,  allowing  a  dead  deliv-  tinue  the  fight  so  that  every 
ery.  One  nurse  who  witnessed  child  can  have  his  or  her  God- 
such  a  procedure  said  she  saw  given  right  to  life." 

Romney  said  he  supports 
the  work  of  those  who  are  "cre¬ 
ating  a  genuine  culture  of  life." 
"After  35  years  of  Roe  v. 

.  -  Wade,  we  are  again  reminded 

lion  unborn  babies  have  been  why  this  decision  should  be 
killed  since  Roe  was  issued.  overturned,"  Romney  said. 

On  the  Republican  side,  U.S.  "We  recognize  the  worth  and 
Senator  John  McCain,  former  dignity  or  every  person,  a  fact 
Arkansas  Gov.  Mike  that  is  ingrained  in  our  hearts 

Huckabee,  and  former  and  etched  in  our  national 
Massachusetts  Gov.  Mitt  purpose.  Unelected  judges 

should  not  be  the  final 
arbiters  on  these  important 
decisions  which  define  who 
we  are  as  a  people." 

U.S.  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  Speaker  Nancy  Pelosi, 
who  is  not  running  tor  presi¬ 
dent  but  whose  seat  is  on  the 
line  with  all  435  representa¬ 
tives  up  for  election,  also 
released  a  statement  support¬ 
ing  Roe. 

"On  this  day  in  1973,  the 
read  the  statement  on  behalf  of  Supreme  Court  recognized 
McCain  at  the  March  for  Life  that  a  woman  has  the  power 
rally  in  Washington  D.C.  and  fundamental  rignt  to 

'  If  I  am  fortunate  enough  to  choose  what  happens"  to  her 
be  elected  as  the  next  President  body  and,  by  extension,  her 
of  the  United  States,  I  pledge  future,"  Pelosi  said.  "I  will 
to  you  to  be  a  loyal  and  continue  to  fight  for  the  right 
unswerving  friend  of  the  right  to  choose,  for  safe  and  quality 
to  life  movement,"  McCain's  reproductive  health  care,  corn- 
statement  read.  "The  pro-life  prehensive  and  medically 
movement  appeals  to  the  best"  sound  reproductive  education, 
instincts  witnin  each  and  every  and  access  to  contraception  in 
one  of  us.  In  that  regard,  our  the  United  States  and  abroad." 
pro-life  cause  will  ultimately  Of  the  nine  Supreme  Court 
be  successful."  justices,  only  two  (Clarence 

Huckabee  called  Roe  a  Thomas  and  Antonin  Scalia) 
"great  American  tragedy"  that  are  on  record  as  opposing  Roe. 
has  led  to  the  "loss  of  millions  However,  pro-lifers  nope 
of  innocent  lives."  He  also  President  Bush's  two 
pledged  to  work  for  passage  of  appointees  (Samuel  Alito  and 
a  human  life  amendment  to  John  Roberts)  would  vote 
the  Constitution  if  elected.  against  Roe  if  given  such  a 
"My  convictions  regarding  chance.  The  court’s  two  oldest 
the  sanctity  of  life  have  always  justices  (John  Paul  Stevens 
been  clear  and  consistent,  and  Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg) 
without  equivocation  or  support  Roe. 


The  35th  anniversary  of  Roe  v.  and  instead  called  the  law  the 
Wade  on  Jan.  22  didn't  pass  "Federal  Abortion  Ban." 
without  nearly  every  U.S.  pres-  "Thirty-five  years  after  the 
idential  candidate  stating  Supreme  Court  decided  Roe  v. 
either  their  opposition  to  or  Wade,  it's  never  been  more 

support  of  the  cdntroversial  important  to  protect  a 

ruling  and,  by  extension,  woman's  right  to  choose," 
underscoring  the  significance  Obama  said.  "Last  year,  the 
of  this  year's  race.  Supreme  Court  decided  by  a 

Every  major  candidate  with  vote  of  5-4  to  uphold  the 
dj  exception  of  Republican  Federal  Abortion  Ban,  and  in 

doing  so  undermined  an 

important  principle  of  Roe  v. 

Wade:  that  we  must  always  and  unc 
protect  women's  health.  With  "kicking" 
one  more  vacancy  on  the  dure  beinj 

Supreme  Court,  we  could  be  All  tota 
looking  at  a  majority  hostile  to 
a  women's  fundamental  right 
to  choose  for  the  first  time 

— -  since  Roe  v.  Wade.  The  next 

said  she^was  "reaffirming"  her  president  may  be  asked  to 

nominate  that  Supreme  Court 
justice.  That  is  what  is  at  stake 
in  this  election. 

"Throughout  my  career,  I've 
been  a  consistent  and  strong 
supporter  of  reproductive  jus¬ 
tice,  and  have  consistently  had 
a  100%  Dro-choice  rating  with 
Planned  Parenthood  and  since  bein; 

no  NARAL  Pro-Choice  America."  „in  1982.  _  ... 

John  Edwards,  running  third  adopted  two  children  and  said 
in  polls  among  Democrats,  said 
the  "hard  right  turn  of  the 
Senator  Supreme  Court  is  a  stark 
reminder  of  why  Democrats 
cannot  afford  to  lose  the  2008 
election.  Too  much  is  at  stake  — 
starting  with  a  woman's  right 
to  choose." 

This  is  die  first  presidential 
campaign  since  the  court  upheld 
a  law  that  bars  a  specific  late-term 
abortion  procedure  that  involves 
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Rudy  Giuliani  —  whose  pro- 
choice  position  is  unpopular 
within  his  party  —  released 
statements  Jan.  22  that  broke 
along  party  lines.  The  two 
leading  Democrats,  in  fact, 
seemed  to  be  battling  to  see 
who  could  be  more  pro-choice. 

In  her  statement.  Democrat 
U.S.  Senator  Hillary  Clinton 
| 

commitment  to  legal  abortion. 

"When  I'm  President,"  she 
said,  "I  will  appoint  judges  to 
our  courts  who  understand 
that  Roe  v.  Wade  isn't  just  bind¬ 
ing  legal  precedent,  it  is  the 
touchstone  of  our  reproductive 
freedom,  the  embodiment  of 
our  most  fundamental  rights, 
and  no  one  —  no  judge, 
governor,  no  Senator,  no 
President  —  has  the  right  to 
take  it  away." 

Democrat  U.S.  f 
Barack  Obama  has  made 
unity  a  major  theme  of  his 
campaign,  although  his  state¬ 
ment  on  Roe  left  little  room 
for  pro-lifers.  His  statement 
referred  to  the  Partial-Birth 
Abortion  Ban  Act  that  was 
upheld  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  although  he  avoided 
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Help  for  pastors 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  How  do  you  counsel  an  abusive  hus¬ 
band?  Why  should  you  re-evaluate  a  ministry  every  18 
months?  Why  do  60-year-old  pastors  tend  to  stop  leading  and 
start  following?  Should  a  pastor  lead  a  split  from  a  church? 
How  do  you  find  and  attract  good  staff  members?  What  is  the 
most  important  responsibility  of  a  pastor?  Two  veteran  min¬ 
isters  answer  these  and  a  host  of  other  questions  in  a  new 
hook  aimed  at  helping  pastors  at  any  stage  of  ministry,  no 
matter  the  size  of  the  church.  Mac  Brunson,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  James  W.  Bryant,  professor 
of  pastoral  theology  at  Criswell  College  in  Dallas,  are  co¬ 
authors  of  The  New  Guidebook  for  Pastors,  re  eased  by  B&H 
Publishers  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  The  authors  revisited  the  original 
Guidebook  for  Pastors  written  more  than  25  years  ago  by 
W.A.  Criswell,  the  long-tenured  pastor  of  First  Church  in 
Dallas.  Brunson  is  a  former  pastor  at  the  flagship  Texas 


Combined  student  enrollment  for  the  1997  fall  semester  at  Southern 
Baptists'  six  seminaries  surpasses  the  10,000  mark,  with  only  one  of  the 
schools  reporting  a  decline  in  enrollment. 


Joe  Cobb  is  honored  for  20  years  of  service  at  the  BSU  of  Northeast 
Community  College  in  Boone ville.  Known  affectionately  around  the  BSU 
as  "B.J."  for  "Bro.  Joe,"  Cobb  has  served  as  director  of  the  Northeast 
Community  College  BSU  since  1967. 


Hollywood  producers  of  a  motion  picture  on  a  handsome  young  evan¬ 
gelist  with  two  working  titles.  The  Spellbinder  and  The  Money  changer, 
state  that  "there  is  absolutely  no  connection  with  our  movie  and  the  life 
of  Billy  Graham." 
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Years  ago,  I  was  called  to  a 
church  that  provided  a  home 
for  their  pastor.  My  family  and 
1  moved  in  and  in  the  process 
discovered  that  we  had  little 
or  no  water.  Regardless  of 
whether  you  turned  the  water 
on  in  thie  kitchen,  the  bath¬ 
room,  or  a  faucet  outside  it 
would  always  begin  with  a 
pretty  good  stream  that  would  I  feel  sure  that  some  of  you 
soon  become  a  dribble  that  who  are  reading  this  think  I'm 
just  be  a  drip.  It  just  making  that  up.  Wrong!  It 
was  actually  a  situation  that 
created  some  dilemmas  like 
that,  but  no  one  seemed  to  be 
too  concerned  about  it.  After 
we  had  lived  there  for  over  a 
year,  some  of  the  men  in  the 
church  begin  to  talk  about  it 
and  ask  if  it  was  still  a  prob- 


that  desperately  needs  water, 
God's  water,  life-giving  water 
in  Christ. 

Recently,  some  amazing  sta¬ 
tistics  were  released  that 
showed  maybe  where  the 
waterline  gets  clogged.  Here  is 
what  a  study  showed.  First  of 
all,  it  said  that  here  in  America, 
lodged  in  the  pipe.  That  was  of  the  people  surveyed,  about 
the  reason  the  water  could  not  nine  out  of  ten  said  that  they 
flow.  The  line  was  clogged  at  personally  knew  somebody 
that  one  spot.  The  guys  took  who  was  a  Christian.  Now 
the  rocks  out,  gave  them  to  think  about  that  and  let  it  soak 
me,  hooked  it  back  together,  in  for  a  moment.  All  across  our 
and  turned  the  water  on,  and  land,  nine  out  of  ten  people 
lo  and  behold,  would  you  have  a  good  friend  wno  is  a 
believe  the  water  flowed  into  Christian.  They  may  work  with 
our  house?  them,  live  near  them,  and 

For  years,  it  had  been  socialize  with  them,  but  most 
stopped  up.  For  months,  we  folks  know  somebody  who  is  a 
had  lived  with  a  shortage  of  Christian.  That  is  a  good  thing! 
water,  and  now  we  had  water.  The  second  part  of  the 
water  flowing  everywhere.  It  study  is  even  more  interest- 
was  a  fantastic  and  euphoric  ,  ing.  About  eight  out  of  ten  of 
moment  in  the  Futral  nouse-  the  people  who  are  not 
hold.  Old  folks  used  to  say  Christians  but  knew 
that  you  never  miss  the  water  Christians  responded  by  say- 
until  the  well  runs  dry.  Of  ing  that  they  would  be  willing 
course,  that  has  scores  of  to  listen  to  a  friend  share  their 
applications  throughout  life's  faith  with  them.  Eight  out  of 
experiences,  but  for  all  of  us  ten  of  the  non-Christian, 
when  you  do  not  have  water  unbelievers  were  more  than 
and  cannot  get  water  life  gets  open  to  hear  about  Jesus.  They 
serious  in  a  nurry.  Water  is  a  are  receptive  to  the  water  of  life. 
fantastic  thing.  It  is  no  wonder  An  incredible  thing  about  that 
that  the  Scripture  portrays  our  is  the  study  seemed  to  point 
salvation  as  receiving  the  out  that  the  unbelieving 
water  of  life.  In  the  Old  and  world  is  more  willing  to  listen 
New  .Testaments,  the  to  us  share  our  faith  with 
Scriptures  resound  with  them  than  we  are  to  do  it. 
words  of  refreshing  water.  Maybe  the  breakdown  is  not 
Isaiah  would  say,  “Come,  all  just  in  this  lost,  ungodly,  God- 
you  who  are  thirsty,  come  to  rejecting  world,  but  somehow 
the  waters  and  drink"  (Isa.  rocks  have  gotten  stuck  in  the 
55:1a).  John  chose  to  close  out  water  line  and  become  barri- 
his  unveiling  of  Christ  in  the  ers  to  sharing  our  faith  with 
Revelation  by  saying,  "The  others.  The  waterline  of  hope. 
Spirit  and  the  bride  say,  Come!  blessing,  and  life  everlasting 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Christ 


Bequests  tne  - 
Honor  of 
Your 

V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


would  finally! 

did  not  take  long  to  discover 
there  was  a  problem,  but  the 
solution  was  slow  in  arriving. 

When  I  mentioned  the  trouble 
to  a  couple  of  men  in  the 
church,  their  response  was, 

"Well,  the  last  pastor  had  it 
that  way,  and  he  seem  to  cope 

with  it  okay."  That  was  _ , _ _ 

enough  encouragement  for  me  to  be  a  reason  for  that.  I 
to  say,  "Well,  if  he  could  do  it,  agreed  with  this  brilliant  surge 
I  can  too!"  and  so  we  learned  of  reasoning  that  seemed  to 
to  live  with  just  a  little  water  pervade  the  discussion  and 
dripping  in  our  house.  wondered  what  we  could  do 

ft  was  certainly  different  in  order  to  find  what  was  cre- 
from  other  places  we  had  ating  the  water  shortage, 
lived  because  we  had  gotten  Tne  well  was  not  far  from 
accustomed  to  having  run-  the  house,  and  the  men  began 
ning  water,  but  we  learned  to  to  discuss  whether  there 
adapt  to  the  problem.  Most  of  might  be  some  blockage,  some 
the  time  it  worked  out  okay,  way  that  the  line  had  been 
Actually,  it  was  not  all  that  clogged  from  the  well  to  the 
inconvenient.  If  you  wanted  house.  It  began  to  make  sense 
to  have  a  bath  in  the  evening,  to  me.  They  decided  that  one 
just  turn  the  water  on  as  you  day  they  would  just  meet  out 
left  for  work  in  the  morning,  there,  put  their  collective 
and  by  the  time  you  got  in  it  thinking  together,  and  try  to 
would  be  just  about  ready.  If  find  where  the  line  might  be 
you  wanted  to  wash  a  load  of  clogged.  The  day  was  set, 
clothes,  the  same  process  was  some  other  men  were  recruit- 
needed.  Turn  it  on  when  you  ed,  and  one  Saturday  morning 
got  up  in  the  morning,  and  they  all  showed  up  ready  to 
mat  afternoon  they  would  be  work.  After  a  brief  discussion 
ready  to  dry.  about  how  we  would  go  about 

Now  the  problem  came  the  process  of  finding  if  there 
when  you  needed  to  do  sever-  was  a  place  in  the  line  that 
al  things  the  same  day.  Then  might  be  clogged,  they  went 
you  had  a  dilemma  on  your  to  work  digging  out  the 
hands.  The  same  problem  waterline.  In  snort  order  they 
arose  if  you  wanted  to  do  any-  came  to  a  coupling  that 
thing  else  with  the  water  attached  one  piece  of  pipe  to 
while  you  were  taking  care  of  another,  and  they  loosened  it 
washing  dishes,  clothes,  or  only  to  find  at  that  coupling 
other  water-related  needs  whoever  had  put  it  together 
around  the  house.  had  gotten  some  large  rocks 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

0  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gaze  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1.12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Are  your  ducks  in  a  row  regarding 
your  last  will  and  testament? 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  can  help  ... 

^  Since  1943,  the  Missisissippi  Baptist 

Foundation  has  assisted  individuals  in  the 
highly  specialized  area  of  charitable  estate 
planning.  If  you  want  to  get  your  "ducks  in 
a  row"  by  protecting  your  loved  ones  and 
,  including  a  charitable  component  in  your 
Last  Will,  give  the  Foundation  a  call. 


MSAudioLLC 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


601-292-3210  •  1-800-748-1651 
(ox  601-968-0904  •  www.msboptisifoundotion.org 


Trooper  Hales 

info@ms4udiollc.com 


P.0.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 
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Simmons  closing  book  on  30  years  of  Gulf  shore  ministry 


| us  i  For  the  Record 


The  beachfront  facilities  of  First  and  bivocational  pastor  of  Crosspoint  Church  in 
Church,  Gulfport,  were  also  Gulfport,  a  church J>lant  of  First  Church,  Gulfport, 
destroyed  by  katrina.  Simmons  Daughter  Julie  Dunn,  an  accountant,  lives  in  Long 

jj|  Beach  with  husband  Kendall  and  two-year-old  son 
Kendall  Jr.  They  attend  Crosspoint  Church. 

Youngest  child  Michael,  who  worked  at  Gulfshoie 
in  2004  and  2005,  is  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in  Hattiesburg. 

led  by  Simmons,  more 

'  .  i#  i  ■ 


By  Wiliam  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


were 

itrina.  Simmons 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
master  design  team  for  the 
church's  new  facilty  currently 
under  construction  farther  inland. 

Tve  had  the  privilege  of  being 
involved  in  'dreaming  the  dream 
for  the  new  church  facility,''  he  said,  than  425,1 

Simmons  majored  in  recre-  ing  his  time  there,  and  almost  10,000  decisions  for 
ation  at  Mississippi  College  in  Christ  were  recorded. 

_ _ w  w  _  Clinton,  then  earned  a  master  of  Simmons  said  he  often  muses  about  the  impact  of 

events  at  Gulfshore.  Tliere^was  so  much  water  religious  education  degree  from  Gulfshore  on  the  lives  of  Mississippi  Baptists  and 

standing  between  die  gate  and  the  main  building.  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth.  In  the  early  others  who  attended  events  at  the  assembly.  "We 
we  had  to  meet  the  guests  at  the  gate,  put  them  in  a  1970s,  he  served  as  minister  for  recreation  and  youth  had  professions  of  faith  and  baptisms  and  wed- 
boat,  and  bring  them  in.  We  were  registering  people  at  Harrisburg  Church  in  Tupelo,  where  the  first  dings  at  Gulfshore  —  even  deaths.  It  was  where  life 
by  boat,"  Simmons  recalled.  Family  Life  Center  in  Mississippi  outside  the  happened,"  he  said. 

"Hurricane  Elena  in  1985  caused  significant  dam-  Jackson  area  was  built.  A  child  of  one  of  those  marriages  later  came  to  work 

age,  probably  from  a  spinoff  tornado.  There  was  18  He  hired  on  full-time  with  Gulfshore  in  February  at  Gulfshore,  Simmons  added  with  a  smile, 
inches  of  water  on  die  first  floor  during  Tropical  Storm  1978.  "I  was  on  the  Gulfshore  summer  staff  in  1967,  He  said  he  also  thinks  a  great  deal  about  "our 
Isidore  in  2002,"  he  said.  when  I  was  a  sophomore  in  college.  It  didn't  occur  Baptist  forefathers  who  had  the  vision  of  what 

Simmons,  a  native  of  Kosciusko,  will  retire  effec-  to  me  at  that  time  that  I  would  be  back  one  day  as  Gulfshore  could  be,"  and  the  permanent  staffers  and 
tive  Jan.  31,  almost  two-and-a-nalf  years  after  the  assembly  director,"  he  said.  summer  staffers  who  were  the  neart  of  the  assembly's 

Hurricane  Katrina  brought  an  end  to  Gulfshore's  Simmons,  who  recently  wrapped  up  a  second  ministry.  Remembering  those  people  lifts  his  spirits,  ne 
ministry  after  more  than  50  years  in  Mississippi  term  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Southern  said,  and  brings  him  to  one  clear  conclusion. 

Baptists'  hands.  Messengers  to  the  2006  annual  Baptist  Camping  Association  and  has  spent  the  two-  "Gulfshore  nas  not  gone  away.  Gulfshore  is  still 
meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  ana-a-half  years  since  Katrina  shuttling  between  his  there.  Gulfshore  will  always  be  there,"  he  said. 


Simmons 


Conference 


BAPTISTS 


1.  Brad  Hill,  a  newly  ordained 
deacon  at  First  Church, 
>  Ripley,  surrendered  to  the 
ministry  recently.  Shown 
are  pastor  Rex  Yancey,  Zak 
Hill,  Jamie  Hill,  Sarah  Hill, 
and  Hill. 


Hosted  and  Sponsored  by 
Kirby  Woods  Baptist  Church, 
Memphis,  TN 

Contact  us  at  www.kwbc.org 
or  call  901.682.2220 


1.  Deacon  ordination,  First  Church,  Ripley 


2.  Hie  children  and  youth  of 
Sulphur  Springs  Church, 
Conehatta,  visited  a  Christ¬ 
mas  in  Canton  in  December. 
The  group  also  entered  a 
float  m  Sebastopol's  annual 
Christmas  parade,  the 
Christmas  pageant,  and  held 
a  "breakfast  with  Santa." 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

3.  Iglesia  Bautista  Vita 
Adudante  Church  will  host 
a  Concert  of  Prayer  2008  on 
February  2  from  3-5  p.m.  at 
Briarwood  Church,  Jackson. 
Special  activities  led  by  bilin¬ 
gual  teachers  are  planned. 
For  more  information,  call 
(601)  260-5177  or  e-mail 
vidajackson4Pgmail.com. 


February  22-23, 2008 

REGISTER  MINI 


Cost  is  $30  per  person 


2.  Children  and  youth.  Sulphur  Springs  Church,  Conehatta 
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*1.  Ordination, 

-  *5gr  £»« 


1.  Allen  Herrington  was 
.  ordained  to  the  gospel  min¬ 
istry  Jan.  13  by  Hope 
Church,  Neshoba  County, 
at  the  reouest  of  Liberty 
Church.  Kemper  County. 
He  is  shown  receiving  his 
certificate  from  Dennis 
Duvall,  pastor  of  Hope. 

2.  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Lincoln  Association,  recent*' 
ly  ordained  David 
Champagne  to  the  gospel 
ministry.  He  has  served  as 
pastor  of  Jayess  Church, 
Jayess  for  one  year.  He  and 
his  family  have  returned  to 

f 


3.  Deacon  ordination,  Tylertown,  Tylertown 


1 .  Herrington  ordained,  Hope  Church,  Neshoba  County 


studies  toward  a  PhD  in  bib- 
Jical  languages.  Champagne 

s.  -i - x~i — ,  his  ordi- 


tor  Floyd  Higginbotham. 

3.  Tylertown  Church,  TVler* 
town,  recently  ordained 
Shan  Smith  as  deacon. 
Shown  is  pastor  Buddy 
Day  presenting  the  ordina¬ 
tion  certificate  to  Smith. 

4.  Indian  Springs  Church, 
Laurel,  recently  ordained 
Mark  Boyd,  Bob  Hawkins, 
and  Kimble  Holifield  as 
deacons.  Shown  are  Boyd, 
Hawkins,  and  Holifield. 

5.  The  children  and  youth  com¬ 
mittee  of  ML  Zion  Church, 
Eupora,  recently  participat¬ 
ed  in  the  local  angel  tree. 
Shown  are  the  children  with 
the  toys  they  collected. 

6.  Several  senior  adults  from 
First  Church,  Raymond, 
aged  64  to  86.  have  formed  a 
comedy  wash  tub  band.  The 
group  shares  with  other 
senior  groups,  and  does  not 
charge  out  does  accept  love 


charge  out  Sloes  acct 
offerings  for  gas,  etc. 
is  the  group. 


7.  Bethany  Church,  Marshall 
County,  recently  ordained 
Derrick  Sharp  as  deacon. 

arp  and  pas- 


8.  The  shoebox  mission  team 


! 


'W. 


6.  Senior  adults,  Fh»t  Church,  Raymond 


7.  Deacon  ordination,  Bethany  Church,  Marshall  County 


Morton,  traveled  to  Duluth, 
Ga.,  in  November  to  volun¬ 
teer  in  the  Atlanta  process¬ 
ing  center  for  Operation 
Christmas  Child.  The 
church  collected  200  boxes 
for  the  project.  Shown  are 
the  members  of  the  team. 


:<■> 


Bunker  Hill  Church, 
Columbia,  will  have  their 
Winter  Bible  Study  Feb.  3-6; 
Suit,  6  p.m.;  More-Wed.,  6:30 
pm  It  will  be  led  by  Bill 
Miller;  TH-County  Associate 
Director  of  Missions. 


10.  First  Church,  Summit;  is 
hosting  33  Miles  in  concert 


8.  Shoebox  mission  team,  Fhrfcway  Church,  Morton 


January  31, 


1 1 .  Christinas  baskets,  Jerusalem  Church,  Attala  Association 


11.  Jerusalem  Church,  Attala 
Association,  exceeded  their 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  goal  of  $1800  by 
collecting  $1948.  The 
church  also  contributed  32 
boxes  to  Operation 
Christmas  Child,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  prepared 
Christmas  baskets  for  the 
sick  and  shut-ins.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 


12.  Franklin  Association's  fall 
meeting  was  held  at 
Concord  Church,  McCall 
Creek,  in  October.  The 
Concord  Church's  puppet 
team  supplied  the  enter¬ 
tainment  which  included 
area  pastors  performing 
during  the  event. 
Associational  Missions 
Director  Joe  Hill  is  second 
from  left. 


12.  Fall  meeting.  Concord  Church,  McCall  Creek 


1.  Thirteen  Wiliam  Carey  University  New  Orleans  stu¬ 
dents  will  receive  degrees  in  the  first  graduation  cere¬ 
monies  held  since  Hurricane  Katrina  on  Feb.  15  at  6  p.m. 
in  the  Leavell  Chapel  located  on  the  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  campus.  Five  students  will  receive 
bachelor  of  science  in  nursing  degrees  and  eight  students 
will  receive  bachelor  of  general  studies  degrees. 

2.  William  Paul  Chides  ter,  Beaumont  received  die  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  Dec.  15  from  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
served  as  pastor  of 
Thompson  Hill  Church, 

Beaumont  and  will  soon  be 
serving  as  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Hobbs,  N.  Mex. 

3.  Mississippi  College's 

School  of  Business  next  fall 
will  award  its  first 
Crenshaw  Family 

Scholarship  named  in  honor 
of  Wayne  and  Betty 
Crenshaw  of  Flowood.  Thie 
MC  scholarships  are  the 
result  of  an  anonymous  gift 
of  $100,000.  _ _ . _ 


their  areas  of  service.  The 
group  collected  $1184  for 
tne  project.  The  group 
also  shared  care  Doxes 
with  inmates  at  the  Jasper 
County  jail  a?  a  Christmas 
project.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

15.  The  children's  praise  choir 
of  Hrinity  First  Church, 
Waynesboro,  presented 
Singing  with  the  Angels 
Dec.  9.  Shown  are  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 

16.  Linwood  Church,  Union, 
will  host  a  building  dedi¬ 
cation  and  reception  Feb. 
3,  10:30  a.m. 

17.  Temple  Church  East, 

Hattiesburg,  will  be  hosting 
Family  Force  Five,  Falling 
Up,  Spoken,  and  This 
Beautiful  Republic  in  con¬ 
cert  Feb.  7, 7  p.m.  Tickets  are 
available  at  Temple  East 
and  West,  Bob's  Books,  or 
online  at  www.outerlight- 
concerts.com. 

18.  Belzoni  native  and 
Southern  Baptist  Chaplain, 
Captain  Scott  Saveli,  was 
recently  recognized  as  the 
Scott  Air  Force  Base  375th 
Airlift  Wing  Director  of  Staff 
Company  Grade  Officer  of 
the  Year.  The  achievement 
recognizes  his  outstanding 
ministry  to  Airmen  ana 
their  families,  and  specifi¬ 
cally  the  Singles'  Ministry 
Program  he  directs  in 
Airmen  Dorms. 


1 3.  Hanging  of  the  Green,  Concord  Church,  Benton- Tippah  Assoc. 


Jft. 


I 


14.  Womens  group.  Bay  Springs  Church,  Bay  Springs 


15.  Children^  praise  choir,  Trinity  First  Church,  Waynesboro 


Crenshaws 
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Bibliocipher 

By  Charies  Man,  19)2  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 

VFK  AUR  HNMK  OVCK 
LFAKl  TVCF,  BUP  VMA 
AUNL  BMNAU?  VFK  BUP 
CO  »AUP  TNLFARFVFTR  I  19.  Dedication  of  Sanctuary  expansion,  Mt.  Olive  Church,  Ripley 


20.  Rushing  ordained, 
Calvary  Church,  Golden 
•  Triangle  Association 


SVHHRF? 

ERFROCO  SNLM:  OCZ 
Che:  F  m  hi 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week* 
puzzle:  Isaiah  Five:Sixteen 


19.  ML  OUve  Church,  Ripley, 
recently  held  a  dedication 
service  for  the  expansion  of 
their  sanctuary,  including 
new  pews,  fellowship  hall 
and  educational  space. 
Shown  are  Harold  and 


20.  Cal 


Gal  vary 
Triangle 


Church,  Golden 
Association, 


recently  ordained  Marc 
Rushing  as  deacon. 

* 

21.  The  senior  adult  Sunday 
School  class  of  Midway 
Church,  Calhoun  Assoc¬ 
iation,  has  raised  over 
$1500  for  the  Memorial  to 
the  Missing  at  the  Baptist 
Building,  Jackson.  Class 
members  were  asked  to 
give  $1  each  Sunday.  Shown 
are  die  participants. 


21 .  Penny  Project,  Midway  Church,  Calhoun  Association 


Oak  Hill  Church,  Meridian: 
Revival,  Feb.  17-20;  Don  Boone, 
speaker;  Gary  Dover;  music  for 
information,  call  (601)  482-5583. 


Join  other  Baptists  and  Pastor  Roy  Myers  on  this 

Northeast 

•  • 

Cruise  &  Tour 

Bgjey  Spring-time  in  Neve  Scotia  end  Trince  Edward  Island / 
Sad  the  Scenic  St.  Lawrence  Kver  to  Quebec  A  Montreal! 
Tear  Montreal,  Philadelphia,  New  York  City  A  Boston! 

t  .  ... 

On  Juns  6.  2008  join  altar  Baptists  and  your  Spa**  Oirector  and  Baptist 
ChapMn  Pastor  Roy  Myars.  on  thin  15-day  woafton  ndudng  a  asuan-day 
dakoa  Northeast  Causa  will  HoMnd  Amahca  Lina  and  a  swan-day  Norihaast 
vacation.  This  sal  ba  Pastor  Mysrs  fourth  Your  Man  Tours  top  as  a  Baptist 
ChapMn,  and  saoond  tons  on  this  asms  Morthaaat  oruiaa  and  tour.  Your 
Baptist  group  mi  spand  on#  night  in  Boston  arth  a  oomprahanaive  city  tour 
bafora  boardhg  your  Setor  ship  ton  ms  Mam  dam  Dtvodont  will  ba 


group  who  Mah  to  PtkMMn.  Parti  nctoda  Bar  Hmbor,  Matoa;  Halifax  and 
Sydhay,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Chartoiatoam.  Prinoa  Edward  bland  Crutaeintoto 
mouth  of  ton  St  Lawrsnce  Rarer  to  Saguanay  Fjord  with  1,500  foot-high  oNb 
Your  Inal  ports  toduda  Quebec  Ckf  and  Monkuai.  to  Montreal  most  >our  man' 
foradtytourofthaTariaoflwAtnartoaa.'  Your  motor-coach  tour  aifloontinua 
•trough  too  Adrondaofc  and  CatoMI  Mountains.  Hyda  Park,  PhtedsfcMa.  and 
Naur  York  City,  wilt  inckidad  My  tours.  Prioaa  start  at  only  $2033  (par  parson, 
doubb  occupancy)  nctodtog  toxoa,  ship  Aral  aurcharga,  he  motor-coach  tour 
wilt  daiy  sightsaaing.  seven  nights  in  hotels,  and  the  seven-day  deluxe  cruise 
Add  S500  tor  ariare  kom  Memphis.  TN,  Jackson.  Btmrsngham  or  Gulportfciaxi, 
MS  Famfyandtiandsarewatooma.  Spaoa  is  fmitod 


wth  his  phono  number,  call  7  days  a  wook: 

'YOUR  MAN'  TOURS  1-800-736-7300 


1 .  Townsend  and  family 


1.  Bay  Springs  Church,  Bay 

Springs,  welcomed  their 
new  minister  of  music  and 
activities.  Dale  Townsend 
and  his  family  with  an 
old-fashioned  pounding. 
He  is  a  Pelahatchie  native 
and  a  graduate  of  William 
Carey  .University.  He  and 
his  wife  Amy  have  three 
children:  Elizabeth, 

Jonathon,  and  Rebecca. 

2.  Eagle  Ridge  Church,  Ra 


vention  Board,  previously 
served  at  Beaverhead 
Church,  Dillon,  Mont. 


2.  Worley  and  wife  Sandy 


3.  Meadowview  Church, 
Starkville,  has  called 
Jason  Middleton  as  pastor. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Blue 
Mountain  College  and  is 
currently  enrolled  in  New 
Orleans  Seminary  exten¬ 
sion  courses  at  BMC.  He 
and  his  wife  Tiffany  have 
one  daughter,  Madison. 


•  mi’ ;  ii 


Worley  as  its  new  bivoca- 
tional  pastor.  Scott  and  his 
wife  Sandy,  who  works  in 
the  Financial  Services 
Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 


3.  Middelton  and  family 
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First  Church ,  Vicksburg,  dedicates  expanded  ministry 

After  limited  upgrades  to  the  rooms,  records  room,  and  r - - - - 


Chiirch,  VJcksbure,  held  anopen  second  floof,“  Celebrate  recep 
house  and  dedication  on  Dec.  16  Recovery,  Eastside  A.  A.,  TH 

for  its  new  Ministry  Building,  Overeaters  Anonymous,  Life  treats 
home  to  a  growing  number  of  Hurts  God  Heals  (for  Youth) 
programs  that  minister  to  the  and  GriefShare  began  meeting 
physical  emotional  and  spiritual  each  week, 
needs  of  the  community.  However,  a  total  renovation 

The  Medical-Dental  Min-  of  the  first  floor  was  required  to 
istry  began  ten  years  ago  in  the  bring  it  up  to  code  for  the 
basement  of  the  church.  It  has  Medical-Dental  Clinic.  Dozens 
continually  grown  and  out-  of  volunteers,  coordinated  by 
grown  its  facilities,  going  from  Richard  Stuart  and  D  D 
th*  basement  suite  to  a  donated  Davidson,  worked  tirelessly  to 
home  across  the  street  to  a  completely  remodel  die  down- 
space  off  campus  and  now  to  stairs  area, 
its  present  location.  The  facility  now  has  four 

In  July  2006,  a  member  fami-  exam  rooms  and  a  triage  room 
ly  donated  foe  7200  square-foot  for  medical  assessments,  dental 
Mafan  Building  to  the  church,  suites,  pharmacy,  counseling 


pie  with  no  private  insurance  or 
Medicare  or  Medicaid  benefits. 
About  thirty  volunteers  are 
required  for  each  clinic,  includ¬ 
ing  three  to  six  doctors,  two  den¬ 


tists,  two  pharmacists,  four  to 
five  nurses,  pharmacy  assistants, 
records  keepers,  receptionists, 
and  counselors.  The  pharmacy 
issues  meditations  purchased 
with  grants  and  donations.  No 
narcotics  are  dispensed. 

This  medical  ministry  was 
the  brainchild  of  Vicksburg 
physician  Dan  Edney,  who  felt 
God  was  calling  him  to  give 
more  of  himself. 


2  DE  FEBRERO  DE  2008 
3:00  PM  -  5rQD  PM 


approaching  10,000  patients 
served  and  estimated  that  the 
clinic  has  provided  nearly  one 
million  dollars  worth  of  health¬ 
care  services  over  the  last 
decade.  On  November  15,  93 
clients  were  served,  this  being 
the  largest  number  seen  thus 
fat  in  a  single  night. 

The  clinic  is  located  at  1315 
Adams  Street  and  meets  the  third 
Thursday  of  each  month,  begin¬ 
ning  at  5:00  p.m.  Patients  are  seen 
on  a  first  come-first  served  basis. 

Pastor  Matt  Buckles  invites 
churches  from  Mississippi  to 
attend  a  clinic  night  to  see  this 
ministry  in  operation.  God  may 
be  calling  them  to  begin  a  simi¬ 
lar  ministry  in  their  community. 


Inspecting  the  pharmacy  in  the  new  min- 
Church,  Vicksburg,  during  the  Dec.  16  grand 
efO  Sue  Snow,  Janice  Partridge,  and  Kerry  Pitts. 


Medicare  supplements,  major  medical,  &  mingstrpark\  iewtamily  <>r^ 
small  group  health  insurance  plans  avail-  THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  ~OI 
able  for  individuals  &  churches.  Call  Blytheville  is  seeking  a  FT  minister  ol 
Carra  Turner  (662)  231-4467  for  rates  or  education  with  responsibilities  includ- 
yWt  www.tumenrmiranceonline.com.  ing  education,  evangelism  and  admin- 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING  istration.  Please  send  resumes  to  Greg 
MS  ft.  ft1-  *****  1  992-  Call  (600)  605-2970,  Bowers,  pastor,  FBC,  715  West  Walnut 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES.  Street,  Blytheville,  AR  72315.  More 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat-  information  can  be  found  at 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  krinkl-  www.fbcblytheville.com. 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  SEBRB*S  SONG,  JACKSON,  CHRISTIAN 
Company  of  Texas,  (800)  726-8291.  owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid- 
fUiL:T,MC  WORSHIP  LEADER:  ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
f^rkview  Baptist  Church,  Tuscumbia,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
Alabama,  is  seeking  God's  man  to  lead  992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners, 
the  church  in  celebrative,  passionate  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian, 
worship,  fferkview  is  a  growing  church  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
with  400  plus  in  two  morning  worship  to  (601 )  463-7956  or  call  (800)  366-2705, 
services.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti- 
Pirkview  Baptist  Church,  attn:  pastor,  mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
1404  Hwy  72  East,  Tuscumbia,  Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


BETHEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Water 


time  minister  of  music.  Worship  services 
Valley^  Min.,  is  seeking  a  part-time  (2  in  the  a.m.,  and  1  evening)  are  blend- 

_J  in  musical  style.  Seminary  degree  or 
current  student  preferred.  Send  resiRnes 
to  2130  Highway  11  North,  Picayune, 
MS  39466,  attn:  music  search  committee. 

-  - 1  in 

Moselle,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full-time 

is  *^*"8  *  part-time  minister  erences  to  Fairfield  Baptist  Church 

*y  Coutta,  942  Moselle- 
Road,  Moselle,  MS  39459. 
or  email  pastor  fonathan  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH/ 

Music.  Parkview  Baptist  Church, 


music/youth  minister.  Please  send  ed 
resumes  to  Bethel  Baptist  Church, 
c/o  Bill  Finch,  500  S.  Main  Street, 

Water  Valley,  MS  38965-3327, 

email:  bfinches9bellsouth.net  FAIRFIELD  B/^TIST~ CHURCH  ir 

phone:  (662)  473-3667. _  f ' _ _ _ _ _ 

RAYMOND  ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  pastor.  Please  send  resume  with  ref 

of  children.  For  more  information  or  to 
submit  a  resume,  please  call  (601) 

372-6154 

Russell  at  irusseti9ravmondroad.com.  _  _ _ _ ....  _ _ _ 

^  MAGNOLIA,  MISS,  searching  for  Greenville,  MS  is  seeking  a  full-time 
an  interim  youth  minister.  Send  resume  to  minister  of  music  and/or  youth. 
1 26  S  Clark  St.,  Magnolia,  MS  39652  or  Please  send  resume  to  Personnel 
contact  church  office,  (601 )  783-3391 .  Committee,  712  McAllister  Street, 
ROSEIAND  PARK  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Greenville.  MS  38701  or  email  to 
in  Picayune.  Miss.,  is  searching  for  a  full-  parkviewp9bellsouth.net. 
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GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


Dr.  Rory  Lee.  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton.  MS  390600027 
(601)  922-2242 

www.b6pti«tchildr«n«vill«g6.com 


Mr*  Myrl  McCormick 

other  of  Connie  RjwIIi 
Glenda  k  Jerry  Fry 


Die  19-30, 2007 
Honors 


The  New  Year  is  off 
to  a  great  start! 


Mr.  |ohn  H.  Nance 


Already  in  2008,  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  has 
been  blessed  with  many  church  groups  becoming 
involved  with  the  ministry.  However,  there  is  always 
a  pla^e  for  you  and  your  church  group.  There  are 
opportunities  to  collect  items  i.e.  paper  products  6c 
cleaning  supplies,  repair  a  cottage,  tour  a  campus, 
plan  a  work  day  on  the  grounds,  or  schedule  an 
activity  with  the  children. 


Mr.  k  Mr*.  Merrill  E.  Noevell 

«■ _ -M _ «a,  C.L  _ 

nsjm  ”WWi 

Parry  Am  Hayward 
Mr.  D—  Waaana 

Dr  *  Mn.  Unuat  D.  Jayroe 


Glenda  k  )arry  Fry 


Memorials 


Please  contact  Chrystelle  Thames  at  601*922-2242 
or  go  to  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com  to  earn 
how  you  can  get  involved. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

The  Motive 


Luke  15:1-2, 11-24 


By  Andy  Vaughn 


Driving  up  to  the  dilapidat¬ 
ed  house  trailer  I  focused  in  on 
the  no  trespassing  sign  dan¬ 
gling  from  the  front  door.  As  I 
walked  up  the  steps  toward 
the  door  I  noticed  a  rusty  chain 
that  linked  an  empty  dog  col¬ 
lar  to  a  utility  pole.  My 
thoughts  raced  as  I  wondered 
where  the  dog  had  escaped  to 
and  if  he  would  return  and 
greet  me  with  a  not  so  friendly 
chomp  onto  my  lower  leg. 

I  knocked  on  the  door,  and 
after  hearing  a  loud  crash 
inside  the  mobile  home,  the 
door  was  flung  open!  The  man 
greeted  me  with  a  grunt  as  the 
smoke  from  whatever  he  was 
smoking  struck  me  in  the  face.  I 
introduced  myself  to  him  and 
asked  if  I  could  have  a  few  min¬ 
utes  to  talk  with  him.  He  nod¬ 


ded  his  head  yes,  and 
he  said,  "Whatever."  I 
was  armed  with  a  sur-  . 

vey  filled  with  ques-  vaugnn 
tions  that  eventually  led  to  a 
presentation  of  the  gospel.  I 
shared  with  the  man  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  he 
told  me  that  was  a  good  story. 

A  few  minutes  of  brief  con¬ 
versation  passed  as  he  stood 
before  me  with  his  eyes  fixed 
on  the  ground  before  us.  At 
that  time  he  did  not  respond  to 
the  gospel  as  I  hoped  he 
would.  At  the  close  of  our  visit 
I  asked,  "May  I  came  back  for 
another  visit/"  His  answer  to 
my  question  was  yes.  I  thanked 
the  man  for  his  time  as  I 
walked  away  from  his  home. 

The  man  agreed  to  another 
visit  with  his  simple  "Yes",  but 
I  never  returned.  I  was  able  to 
chalk  up  another  visit  to  my 


list  of  figures  for  the 
year  as  I  moved  on  to 
the  next  person.  It 
seems  like  I  was  not 
motivated  enough  to 
reach  out  to  him  again! 
I  would  be  interested 
to  know  if  anyone  else 
has  taken  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  share  with  him 
about  Christ. 

Consider  the  ques¬ 
tion,  "What  drives  my  motiva¬ 
tion  for  witnessing?"  Some 
people  are  motivated  by  the 
socio-economic  makeup  of  the 
neighborhood  they  witness  to; 
others  may  be  motivated  by 
how  many  homes  they  can  visit 
in  one  night.  Today,  we  must 
focus  on  wnat  Scripture  teaches 
to  be  the  true  motivation  for 
sharing  the  gospel. 

Luke  15:2  (NASB)  says, 
"And  both  the  Pharisees  and 
the  scribes  began  to  grumble, 
saying,  "This  man  receives  sin¬ 
ners  and  eats  with  them.'" 
One  thing  we  must  take  notice 
of  is  no  matter  how  much  we 
try  to  do  what  is  right,  some¬ 
one  is  going  to  grumble  about 
it.  Jesus  was  willing  to  reach 


out  to  those  that  needed  to 
hear,  and  yes,  someone  grum¬ 
bled  about  it.  But  Jesus  had 
the  right  motivation  for  His 
actions,  and  He  accomplished 
what  He  purposed  to  do. 

-•  Luke  chapter  15  shows 
Jesus'  motivation  for  ministry 
through  three  parables.  Each 
of  these  parables  tells  the 
story  of  someone  or  some¬ 
thing  that  was  lost.  Luke 
19:10  (NASB)  says,  "For  the 
Son  of  Man  has  come  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was 
lost."  There  is  no  doubt  that 
Jesus  came  to  $ave  that  which 
was  lost.  The  question  jve 
must  ask  is,  "What  is  my 
motivation  for  trying  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  others?" 

Luke  15:13  says,  "And  not 
many  days  later,  the  younger 
son  gathered  everything 
together  and  went  on  a  jour¬ 
ney  into  a  distant  country,  and 
there  he  squandered  his  estate 
with  loose  living."  The  para¬ 
ble  of  the  Prodigal  son 
describes  a  young  man  that 
decided  to  go  out  on  his  own 
searching  for  a  way  that  he 
thought  would  be  better.  As 


he  ventured  out  he  eventually 
found  himself  separated  from 
his  father  and  in  great  need. 

In  today's  world  we  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  people  that  have 
ventured  out  on  their  own  and 
become  separated  from  the 
love  of  the  Father  in  heaven. 
These  lost  people  need  some¬ 
one  to  point  them  to  the  love 
and  grace  of  God. 

Verse  20  describes  the 
father's  action  toward  the  son 
as  he  saw  him.  It  is  amazing 
how  the  father  never  lost  hope 
in  his  wayward  son.  God's  love 
toward  His  children  speaks  of  a 
love  that  never  loses  nope. 

Verse  24  of  Luke  chapter  15 
describes  the  life  of  a  son  that 
was  lost  and  then  found  the 
restoration  he  needed  in  his 
father's  love. 

If  we  genuinely  want  to  see 
people  have  a  restored  relation¬ 
ship  with  God,  we  must  be 
motivated  through  God's  love 
to  reach  out  to  the  lost  in  fire 
name  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ! 

Vaughn  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Fulton. 


young  and  old.  The  24  NKJV.  Abraham  is  aware  of  called 
visit  to  the  city  would  the  sinfulness  of  Sodom  but  come 
verify  die  condition  of  speaks  on  behalf  of  Lot  as  well  know 
file  aty  and  the  reality  as  die  inhabitants  in  the  city.  He  NKJV. 
of  judgment  shares  his  burden  with  die  Lord  courag 

for  mercy  and  justice.  The  Lord  no  reas 
Offer  Intercessory  knowing  there  are  not  fifty  right-  gin  dai 
Prayer,  Genesis  eous  men  allows  Abraham  the  persua 

18:22-26  liberty  to  intercede  even  down  mind  < 

to  ten  righteous  men.  Each  time  himsell 
The  two  visitors  the  Lord  granted  Abraham's  men  pi 
went  to  Sodom,  but  die  humble  petition  as  he  persistent-  enter  1 
nained  with  Abraham,  ly  asked  for  mercy.  used 


ius  verses  Genesis  19:12-16  have  in  the  city  —  take  diem  out 

>  provide  of  this  place"  Genesis  19:12 

braham's  God's  compassion  unfolds  NKJV  "for  it  will  be  destroyed." 
>rd,  so  he  with  Lot,  his  wife  and  two  Lot  told  his  sons-in-law,  already 
His  heart,  daughters  being  ushered  out  of  or  prospective,  to  leave  the  city, 
he  begin-  Sodom.  Judgment  is  inevitable  but  they  thought  him  to  be  jok- 
prayer —  as  die  outcry  about  Sodom  has  ing.  Let  had  lost  die  respect  of 
stroy  the  proven .  true.  It  is  a  sinful  and  die  men  of  the  city.  The  sincerity 
wicked?"  wicked  city.  The  two  visitors  had  of  die  compassion  and  the 
Abraham  come  to  Sodom  for  an  onsite  urgency  of  die  judgment  caused 
he  knows  observation.  Upon  arrival.  Lot  the  visitors  to  literally  take  the 
se  to  God  was  found  sitting  at  die  gate  to  hands  of  Lot,  his  wife  and  two 
ion.  Being  the  city,  suggesting  some  posi-  daughters  and  lead  diem  from 
of  being  tion  of  authority.  He  invited  the  die  city  before  its  destruction. 
’  as  Jesus  men  to  rest  at  nis  house  for  die  .God's  compassion  saved  die 
Abraham  night;  however,  they  offered  to  lives  of  Lot's  family. 

stion  —  stay  in  the  city  square.  Lot  - 

ifty  right-  strongly  opposed  for  their  safety.  Moore  is  a  member  of 
ienesis  18:  That  evening  the  men  of  die  city  Macedonia  Church,  Petal. 


news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type¬ 
written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11 -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 
in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone. 


